8th Grade Combining Sentences, Sentence Structure, Complete Sentences, Sentence Variety Test
Name:  _________________________________
DIRECTIONS:  Combine the following sentences in different ways. Use what you know about the different types of clauses, adjective, adverb and subordinate clauses.  Incorporate some sentence variety.
1. Littering is a problem in many cities. Nothing is being done about it.  It is a huge problem.

2. Joe Campbell caught the quarterback's pass. He raced thirty-five yards for the winning touchdown.  He caught it easily.

3. The canoe hit a series of rapids. They were swept into the river.  They were carried away by the current.

4. Phil was a college student. He had a great business repairing guitars.  He repaired them with his brother. 

DIRECTIONS:  Rewrite the following paragraphs by joining simple sentences into complex, compound-complex or compound ones.

The rock star was young. He was dressed in a pink satin shirt and purple jeans. Everyone looked at him. He knew they were looking at him. He smiled shyly. He grasped the microphone. He sang two songs. He wrote these songs himself. His fans were delighted. They greeted him with cheers and screams.

DIRECTIONS:  Write one sentence describing a friend, family member, your house, the school, or your pet with an appositive phrase..
6.

Re-write this sentence so it includes an appositive.
7.  Hibiscus has large, colorful flowers. It is the state flower of Hawaii.
8.  Write a simple sentence
9.  Write a compound sentence

10.  Write a complex sentence
11.  Write a compound-complex sentence
DIRECTIONS: before each number, insert S for a correct sentence, F for a fragment, CS for a comma splice, and RO for run on sentences.  Correct any comma splices, fragments, or run-on sentences. Some sentences are correct; others are basically correct but need to be punctuated better. You don’t need to re-write the sentences if you don’t have to.
12. The books are on the table near the window I don't know where the papers are. 

13. The cat drank her milk noisily, the dog just gulped down his raw meat. 

14. When I go to Canada this summer I want to hike in the mountains. 

15. She made that dress from a pattern however, she can't sew a button to save her soul. 

16. The table will have to go near the piano we have to rearrange the whole room. 

17. He always makes the baseball team. This year his bad leg keeping him on the bench most of the time. 

18. This was the best movie I have ever seen, and I am glad that I saw it. 

19. She was the best student in her class, naturally, she got the highest grade. 

20. He's going to medical school; his lifelong ambition to be a doctor. 

21. The piano is terribly out of tune I can't stand to listen to it any longer. 

22. He is always late for parties, no one seems to mind. 

23. The chairs are too large for the room and the table looks awkward in the corner. 

24. Because the washing machine blows bubbles all over the room I would prefer that you don't use it. 

25. I find history an interesting subject at school, it gives a good idea of what mankind has been doing for the past 3,000 years. 

DIRECTIONS:  Re-Write these sentences so they have sentence variety

26. we should eat a well balanced variety of foods for the sake of our health,

27.  The kitten was frightened by the thunder and cowered under the sofa.   

28.  The exterminators bored holes through the cement and poured poison to kill termites beneath the porch.
29.  The flood waters no longer cause severe soil erosion in the Tennessee River Basin,

30.  Our dog spent ten unhappy days in a veterinarian’s cage after biting the carpenter.

 31.  Write a sentence about anything, but open the sentence with a verbal.
32. Write a sentence about anything, but open with a prepositional phrase.

33. Write a sentence about anything, but open with a subordinate clause.

34. What is a topic sentence and what does it do in the writing?  
35.  What is a clincher sentence and what does it do in the writing?  

Extra Credit:  Answer in COMPLETE SENTENCES.  5 points each
Why is it important to combine sentences?

Why is important to have sentence variety?

Why is it important to vary your sentence structure by using appositives, compound, compound-complex and complex sentences?

